
This guide is written primarily for TM129 students with disabilities. It will also 

be useful for those who support them, for example Study Advisors, 

Associate Lecturers and Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) assessors. 

The Open University is committed to making every reasonable effort to 

provide students who have disabilities and additional needs with services 

and support for their study activities. Staff at each regional and national 

centre can advise students at all stages of their study, from module choice 

through to assessment period. If you are likely to require additional support 

during your studies then you are advised to contact your regional or national 

centre as soon as possible.  

You should also contact your tutor and discuss your needs with them. This 

will ensure they are aware of the severity of any disabilities and any extra 

support you will need as you study. 

Details of generic learning support available for study activities can be found 

on the Services for disabled students web pages, along with useful study 

tips and guidance. 

Introduction 
This Accessibility Guide for TM129 provides you with information about 

material that may present difficulties for some students with disabilities or 

additional needs. It also details any adjustments that have been made, such as the 

provision of alternative resources and support material. 

If you have any accessibility problems that are not addressed here, or if you have 

comments that would help to improve the Accessibility Guide or module 

materials, please ask your study advisor or tutor to let the module team know. 

Alternatively or you may prefer to email the TM129 module team yourself.  

Based on experience of OU students and staff, together with best practice 

guidelines, every effort has been made to make the study materials accessible to 

all. For example, where possible, audio material has a transcript and video 

material has a transcript and/or subtitles.  All the figures within the study material 

are described. 

The next section gives an overview of the structure of the TM129 module. 

Accessibility issues are discussed in the subsequent section. 
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Overview of the module and the study 
materials 
TM129 consists of three blocks, each focusing on a different technology. Each 

block has 8 weeks of study material, plus a week for the Tutor Marked 

Assignment (TMA) associated with that block.   

The study materials for TM129 are made up of a variety of different components. 

These include: 

 online content, via the module website 

 a choice of either a printed or ebook textbook for Block 2 – you  must obtain 

this for yourself via a voucher code which is sent to you 

 a set book for Block 3 (which you must purchase yourself) 

 online activities in your tutor-group forum and via ‘OU Live’ web 

conferencing 

 face-to-face tutorial sessions at a local study centre 

 practical, computer-based activities (e.g. using Linux; and ‘RobotLab’ - a 

programming environment for a simulated robot) 

Although the study material is available online only, it is possible to print out the 

material, should you so wish.  If you click the ‘View as single page option’ all the 

material for that Study Week/Practical Activity will be displayed on one page.  

You can then print the material. 

It is possible with some internet browsers, such as Google Chrome, to save the 

online study material as a pdf file.  Select the ‘View as single page’ option on the 

left hand side of the study material and select ‘Print’ from the options drop down 

in the top right-hand corner.  Under ‘Destination’, click ‘Change’ and ‘Save as 

pdf’.  You will then be able to read the study material without being connected to 

the internet. 

You should also be able to access the online study material using screen reading 

software such as JAWS. You should consult Services for disabled students if you 

require further advice or assistance with this. 

Block accessibility issues 
This section highlights possible accessibility issues for each of the three blocks of 

TM129. 

Block 1 

Block 1 looks at the Linux operating system.  It uses the Ubuntu distribution, 

commonly recognised as one of the most easy to use distributions of Linux. So 

that you do not need to erase the existing operating systems of your computer, 

detailed instructions are given on how to install Ubuntu on a Virtual Machine 

(VM).   

In case you have difficulties installing this Ubuntu distribution, a pre-built, fully 

installed version (image) of an Ubuntu Virtual Machine (VM) is available for 

download from http://bit.ly/TM129-accessible-linux. The link directs you to a 

publically available dropbox folder which contains the VM (this is an open 

http://www2.open.ac.uk/students/disability/
http://bit.ly/TM129-accessible-linux
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virtual appliance or OVA image). The folder also contains an installation guide 

and copies of the images used in the guide. This full version can be imported into 

a VM client (such as VirtualBox), should you experience any difficulty in 

creating and installing your own Ubuntu VM. 

Block 2 

Block 2 provides an introduction to computer networking.  The study material is 

to be used in conjunction with a textbook called Microsoft Windows Networking 

Essentials. You may choose whether to have the print version of the textbook or 

an ebook version.  You will be contacted early in the module with a voucher code 

and instructions on how to obtain the textbook.   

A set of figure descriptions for the many illustrations/diagrams contained within 

the textbook are available for download via the Block 2 section of the Study 

Resources webpage. The University Library also has a limited number of html 

versions of the textbook, which can be borrowed. 

Block 3 

Block 3 looks at robotics and leads you through some basic robotics 

programming exercises using the RobotLab software, which was developed by 

the Open University. RobotLab allows you to develop programs to control a 

simulated robot. The TM129 module team has tried to make RobotLab accessible 

to all students, whatever their particular needs. Accessibility features are 

discussed below, but more detail can be found in RobotLab’s Help file. RobotLab 

conforms to Microsoft Windows standard interface guidelines. 

Colours and fonts 

If you wish to change the font and interface colours used in RobotLab to improve 

readability, choose Help | Use system colours and fonts from the RobotLab menu. 

This will pick up the Windows system settings next time RobotLab starts. To 

pick a high-contrast, large-font scheme in Windows XP, choose Control Panel | 

Accessibility options | Display | Use High contrast. Alternatively, choose Control 

Panel | Display to configure colours and fonts in detail. 

The Simulator window background can be changed using Simulator | Configure | 

Floor. Be aware that this may affect the behaviour of some RobotLab programs 

as the simulated robot’s light sensors will detect this new colour. 

Keyboard interface 

Most aspects of RobotLab can be operated using the keyboard alone. As with any 

standard Windows program, use Alt and cursor keys to select menu items, and 

use Tab, Shift+Tab and cursor keys to select items in windows and dialog boxes. 

The Space or Enter key will act on selected items. Some menu items and buttons 

also have shortcut keys, indicated in the menu item or tooltip. 

Magnification 

The apparent size of RobotLab can be increased by ensuring that your screen 

resolution is not set too high. On Windows XP, choose Control Panel | Display | 

Settings | Resolution. 

The RobotLab font size can be changed as noted above. The RobotLab simulator 

window can be zoomed to provide magnification. Use the RobotLab Simulator 

menu or keyboard shortcuts to Zoom in (Ctrl+Num Plus) or Zoom out (Ctrl+Num 

Minus). 

Alternatively, use Windows Magnify or other assistive software. 

Other assistive software 
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Screen readers and dictation systems should operate most features of RobotLab, 

but please contact the TM129 module team if you discover that the material does 

not work with a particular screen reader or dictation system. 

Audio 

Some RobotLab programs ‘speak’. The text equivalent is displayed in the 

RobotLab Messages window. 

DVD – James May’s Big Ideas: Man–Machine 

As part of the module materials for Block 3, you will receive the Man–Machine 

DVD with a programme from the series James May’s Big Ideas. This contains 

film of some interesting developments in robotics.  The DVD itself is subtitled 

and its transcript is available from Block 3 section of the Study Resources 

webpage. 

Set book  

In weeks 5 to 8 of Block 3 you will read some of the short fictional stories written 

by Isaac Asimov. The stories appear in both of the books ‘I, Robot’ and ‘The 

Complete Robot’.  You are required to purchase your own copy of either book.  

An audiobook version is available from Amazon.  The University Library has a 

limited number of copies of the audiobook version, which can be borrowed.  

OU Live 

Some of your tutorials for the module will take place online using the OU Live 

audiovisual conferencing tool. Please refer to the The Computing Guide, which 

covers the accessibility issues with this. 

Alternative versions of study materials 

If, for any reason, you have difficulty accessing the study materials, please 

contact your Regional Office, Tutor or the TM129 module team at the earliest 

opportunity, to discuss the potential delivery of study materials in an alternative 

format. 

Feedback 

The TM129 module team have made every effort to make TM129 as accessible 

as possible. However, we recognise that students may have particular needs for 

which adaptations have not been possible to date.  Do not hesitate to contact the 

TM129 module team should you feel that the materials, in their current form, are 

not adequate for your needs, or if you feel that further adjustments could be 

made. 

http://learn1.open.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=100001
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